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nearly fifty, with a quite good reputation * * * If I have
resigned myself to live in poverty it is because I only wish to
serve Art/'
The plan came to nothing* The reason for this is not
definite, but not difficult to imagine* De Monfreid, who was
to sponsor it, was away from Paris when he received the letter
containing it* If any of those whom Gauguin had suggested were
approached, too many probably found reasons for refusing,
remembering that Gauguin had rejected the contract offered by
a Paris picture dealer that would have brought him in a
regular monthly income and obviated the necessity for this
latest scheme. That they did not choose to understand his
reason for having refused did not make them more anxious or
likely now to help*
Gauguin determined at the same time to oblige Mette in
future to send him a third of any money that she obtained
through sales of his paintings in Denmark. Until this year,
she had always kept all the money that she received* As he
doubted that she would do so if he asked her, he now told de
Monfreid, who supplied her with canvases as she needed them,
that it was his "irrevocable order" that she would only receive
his work when she had paid in advance a third of the price of
four hundred francs per canvas*
Gauguin's nature was becoming hardened with the aggra-
vation and with the continuance of his sufferings* The condi-
tion of his ankle was now complicated by eczema and a form of
erysipelas that was shortly also to affect his other leg. He was
able to forget his physical and financial worries when he worked
but when he was unable to do so owing to pain, and when he did
not have enough money for food, he only had his multiple and
melancholy ruminations to occupy his mind* He read little,
for he needed all the remaining strength of his eyes for his
work. In the hot and damp climate of Polynesia, where
wounds healed with difficulty, there was little hope that the
injury to his ankle, complicated with his affection of the blood,
would be cured* He must have known that the chances of his